
 ATLAS CULTURAL ADVENTURES 
 
 

Ground Rules for Virtual Discussions 
 

Crash Course on Moroccan “Pink-Lines” 
As many of you are aware, there are many “pink-lines” regarding permissible subject matter within the 
Kingdom of Morocco. In order to promote both positive learning outcomes and to prevent any 
damaging materials surfacing that could impact the lives of our lecturers, teachers, or community 
partners, we have prepared this short document to address some of these topics. Please try to avoid 
conversation about these explicit topics, and if you do choose to engage with these topics, then please 
do not do so within the context of the formal or recorded sessions. 

• The Western Sahara issue: This is typically discussed as an issue of Moroccan territorial integrity 
and is incredibly sensitive within the kingdom. Please refrain from discussing this in the context 
of recorded live discussions and class time.  

• Berber/Amazigh sovereignty movements: Conversations about culture and history of political 
movements are welcome but be particularly careful around discussions of contemporary 
politicized manifestations of these topics (especially armed movements that argue for an 
independent Amazigh state).  

• Criticism of the King: including criticisms of members of his family, as well as critique of the 
Makhzen (i.e. the State). 

• Criticism of Islam: including criticisms of the prophet Mohammad, and the role of Islam within 
the State. 

• Discussions of sexuality: including LGBTQ issues. 
• Any specific defamation or criticism of public State institutions or individuals affiliated with the 

state. 
Language learning and cultural immersion can occur outside of the realm of politics. Many of us conduct 
academic research on or otherwise have strong feelings or sympathies about these topics, but it is not 
appropriate to bring these topics of discussion into our classroom environment particularly when it can 
lead to problems for us, our teachers and partners in Morocco. We must assume that all virtual calls are 
monitored, and we do not want to put anyone (and most of all, our Moroccan interlocutors) in 
uncomfortable or precarious positions. 
 
Dress Code 
Since our live discussions include members of the local Moroccan rural community all participants must 
adhere to a culturally appropriate dress code. Please wear conservative clothing: no tank tops, tight or 
revealing shirts, shirts with inappropriate logos or sayings, and no shorts or leggings. 
 
Language 
All discussions are done in English. Please refrain from speaking in any other language – as it is 
important that everyone understands all of the discussion and that our translators can filter any 
questions before translating that may seem inappropriate to our local guests. 


